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Status Report:
Massachusetts Department of Public Health

Massachusetts current as of 1/2/2021

• 367,987  Total Cases (3,940 in Hampshire County, 849 cumulative in Amherst)

• 92 active cases in Amherst 

• 12,236 Deaths

• 11,046,093  tests to date by MA State Public Health, hospital, and commercial 

laboratories

Source: https://www.mass.gov/doc/covid-19-dashboard-january-2-2020/download



THE NUMBERS 

•October 19th

•21 active cases

•November 16th

•87 active cases

•December 14th

•124 active cases

• January 2nd

•92 active cases 



Status Report:
Institutional Partners

• University of Massachusetts at Amherst:
– https://www.umass.edu/coronavirus/dashboard
– As of January 3rd, 2021:

• Total tests completed – 185,542
• Positive – 544 (cumulative)

• Amherst College:
– https://www.amherst.edu/news/covid-19/dashboard
– As of January 3rd, 2021:

• Total tests completed – 59,222
• Positive – 19 (cumulative)

• Hampshire College:
– https://www.hampshire.edu/news/2020/08/21/covid-19-student-testing-program
– As of January 3rd, 2021:

• Total tests completed – 5,571
• Positive – 8 (cumulative)

https://www.umass.edu/coronavirus/dashboard
https://www.amherst.edu/news/covid-19/dashboard
https://www.hampshire.edu/news/2020/08/21/covid-19-student-testing-program
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TOWN OF 
AMHERST

TOTAL TESTS

09/02/20 – 12/24/2020



TOWN OF 
AMHERST

POSITIVE TESTS

09/02/20 – 01/01/2021



TOWN OF 
AMHERST

PERCENT POSITIVE

09/02/20 – 01/01/2021



TOWN OF 
AMHERST

AGE COHORTS

10/04/20 – 01/03/2021



Public Health Indicators
Town Metrics



Public Health Indicators
Amherst (December 31st, 2020)



Public Health Indicators
(Updated December 31, 2020)



Town Based - Covid Testing

Only for Sick or Exposed Individuals

12/18  74 tests 7 positive
12/22 87 tests 7 positive
12/29 25 tests Inconclusive
01/02  17 tests 2 positive

(repeat of 12/29 tests)

Paid by the Town with 
Federal CARES funds.



MASSACHUSETTS
VACCINE 

DISTRIBUTION 
TIMELINE 



MASSACHUSETTS
VACCINE 

DISTRIBUTION 
TIMELINE 

We are just beginning 

this part of phase one

More information available 

about the Massachusetts

Covid Vaccine Program:

mass.gov/CovidVaccine
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Continuity of Operations

Finance – payroll, payables, 
purchasing, budget

Health Department

Information Technology

Human Resources

Water Treatment &  Distribution

Wastewater Treatment & 
Collection

Transfer Station

Public Works and Roads

Emergency Medical Services

Fire Services

Police Services

Dispatch



Communications

 Live Call-in Events:
 Weekly call-in show continues every Thursday at 

12 noon

 Website Update:
 Consolidated information on 

www.AmherstCovid19.0rg

 Outreach:
 Weekly Community Breakfast with Health 

Director and Health Nurse
 Ambassadors on reduced staffing and schedule 

through January
 COVID-19 Hotline still receiving calls/emails

www.AmherstCovid19.org



COVID-19: Agenda

•Status Report with Health 
Director Emma Dragon

•Town Operations Update

• Recent Updates



RECENT 
UPDATES: 

PUBLIC HEALTH
CONCERNS

• PANDEMIC FATIGUE

• Relaxation of vigilance

• More time inside

• HOLIDAY GATHERINGS

• Family gatherings

• Increased travel

• INCREASED NUMBER OF CASES

• Trends are up nation-wide; Town is not exempt

• Introduction of community testing

• RETURNING STUDENTS

• Students and staff returning

• Continuation of robust testing regimen


